
Jane Charida 
Director, Multifamily Program Center 

 
HUD Louisville Field Office 

 
 
Jane Charida is the Director of the Louisville Multifamily Program Center of the US Department 
of Housing and Urban Development.   
 
Ms. Charida began her career with HUD in 1987 in Houston, Texas where she worked as an 
appraiser and as an environmental analyst.  In 1993, she returned to Kentucky where she served 
in a variety of positions with the Louisville Field Office including underwriting and project 
management.   
 
In 2000, Ms. Charida became Chief of Asset Management with the Louisville Multifamily 
Program Center and in 2002, became Chief of Production.   
 
She is a graduate of Centre College of Kentucky and received a master in Marketing from the 
University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland. 
 
Contact:  502-618-8111   
Email: Jane.d.Charida@hud.gov 
 



 

James Cheatham 
Director, Office of Planning 

 
FHWA/DOT Washington 

 
 
James Cheatham is the Director of the Office of Planning in the Office of Planning, 
Environment, and Realty in the Federal Highway Administration, Washington, D.C.   He has 
been with the Federal Highway Administration since 1971. He has served in several other 
positions with the Federal Highway Administration that includes the Division Administrator in 
Pennsylvania and the District of Columbia.  He has also served as the Programs Development 
and Management Engineer/Assistant Division Administrator, Statewide Programs Engineer, and 
District Engineer in St. Paul, Minnesota, Statewide Planning Program Manager in FHWA 
Region 5 now the Midwest Resource Center in Olympia Fields, Illinois, Area Engineer and 
Assistant Planning and Research Engineer in Indianapolis, Indiana, and Assistant Area and 
Acting Area Engineer in Columbus, Ohio. 
 
He has received numerous Performance Awards; the U.S. DOT Dwight D. Eisenhower Award, 
the Strive for Excellence Team Award, Superior Achievement Award, and was recognized as 
Civil Servant of the Year by the Twin Cities (Minneapolis/St. Paul) Federal Executive Board in 
1991. He is also a registered Professional Engineer in Texas and is a recently retired Major 
General from the U.S. Army Reserves.  
 
He holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering from Prairie View A&M 
University, and a Master of Science in Civil Engineering from Purdue University.  
 
Contact:  202-366-4649 
Email: james.cheatham@dot.gov 



 
Regina Gray  

Policy Development and Research 

 
HUD Washington, DC 

 
Regina Gray is a social science analyst in the Division of Affordable Housing Research and 
Technology for the Office of Policy Development and Research.  
 
She came to HUD as a Special Research Affiliate in the spring of 2000 to work on issues related 
to economic development and public finance. Her research focuses on a broad range of 
environmental and growth management-related subjects, especially smart growth.  
 
She develops and manages research projects on various land use related issues, “green” practices 
and energy efficiency, and innovative strategies for achieving affordable housing.  
 
Regina holds a B.A. in political science from Emory University in Atlanta, an M.A. in political 
science and policy studies from the George Washington University, and a Ph.D. in political 
science and public policy from the University of Maryland, College Park. Her doctoral 
dissertation explored the political and economic challenges that many state and local 
governments faced as they attempted to implement smart growth policies. 
 
Regina is currently investigating inclusionary zoning practices at the local level to evaluate how 
well communities have addressed housing needs. In collaboration with the Federal Transit 
Authority, Regina is investigating how local communities implement strategies for expanding 
affordable housing near transit. Additionally, she is working closely with EPA’s Office of Smart 
Growth to develop research on the linkages between sustainable development and green building 
practices.  
 
Her research has been recognized in several notable housing and urban planning publications. In 
her off time, Regina enjoys reading, running, music events and wine tastings.  
 
Contact:  202-402-2876   
Email: Regina.C.Gray@hud.gov 



 
Patricia W. Green  

Director, Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 

 
HUD Columbia Field Office 

 
 
Patricia W. Green is the Director of the Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity Division with the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development in Columbia, South Carolina.  She is presently 
responsible for the Civil Rights Related Program Requirements in all HUD programs, to include 
Public Housing, Community Development and Multifamily/Single Family Housing. 
 
Pat, as she is affectionately called, conducts housing investigations in South Carolina, North 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Tennessee.   She provides direct assistance to many housing 
entities and housing industrial groups in the state and interprets Civil Rights Laws for the 
Department.  She is a civil rights advocate and serves on several housing boards that focus 
special attention on a major component, which affirmatively furthers fair housing in HUD 
administered programs. 
 
Pat is extremely active in her church and community while working arduously to ensure that 
vestiges of housing discrimination are completely eradicated from the housing arena. 
 
She completed her undergraduate degree at Voorhees College in Denmark, South Carolina and 
did further study at the University of South Carolina, Harvard University School of Government, 
and the John Marshall Law School in Chicago, Illinois. 
 
Pat is married to Harry Green, Jr., and they are the proud parents of three beautiful children, 
Roderick, Darryl and Keisha.   She and her husband are also blessed to have three grandchildren:  
Jordan, Taylor and Jada. 
 
Contact:  803- 765-5938   
Email: Pat.W.Green@hud.gov 
 



 
Anne E. Keller 

Senior Sustainability Advisor 

 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

 
 
Anne Keller has worked at the USEPA in Atlanta and Athens for 13 years.  During that time she 
has served in a technical capacity for field studies and water quality programs, as a manager in 
strategic planning, and in the sustainable communities arena--her current focus.   
 
She has a background in research with the USFWS/USGS, watershed analysis and protection 
with the St. Johns River Water Management (Florida), and endangered species assessments 
during several assignments.   
 
Anne earned her Ph.D. from the University of Florida in Aquatic Toxicology.  She is currently 
serving as the Senior Sustainability Advisor at the USEPA in Atlanta, and is the Regional 
technical contact for the interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities. 
 
Contact:  404-562-9237 
Email:  keller.anne@epa.gov 
 



 

Sarah Heaton Kennedy 
Presidential Management Fellow 

 
 
 
 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
Sarah Heaton Kennedy is a Public Health Analyst in the Healthy Community Design Initiative at 
CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health.  
 
Sarah has an academic and professional background in land-use planning, community 
development, and public health. She completed undergraduate studies in the University of 
Oregon’s School of Architecture in planning, public policy, and management before completing 
her graduate studies in Oregon’s Master of Public Health Program.  
 
Before moving to Atlanta, Sarah worked in local land-use planning, community development 
and public health. Since joining CDC in 2007, Sarah has spoken to a wide variety of audiences 
across the country and internationally, ranging from federal transportation planners to local 
public officials, about the health effects associated with the ways we design and build our towns 
and cities.  
 
Sarah enjoys working to identify strategies to improve health outcomes through community 
design. She is currently focused on state and local capacity building for Health Impact 
Assessment as well as strengthening US Environmental Impact Assessment processes through 
health impact analysis.  
 
Contact:  404-562-9531 
Email:  grl4@cdc.gov 



 
Krista Mills  

Field Office Director 

 
HUD Louisville Field Office 

 
Krista Mills joined the US Department of Housing and Urban Development in 1998. She has 
served as the Field Office Director for the Kentucky HUD office since 2004; prior to that, she 
served as the deputy to the field office director.  
 
She is responsible for forwarding Secretarial initiatives and achieving the Department's strategic 
objectives in cooperation with Kentucky's housing industry partners, media, elected officials, and 
affordable housing advocacy groups.   
  
In addition to her role as the field director for the Kentucky HUD office, Ms. Mills served as the 
co-director of HUD’s national task force on workforce housing—America’s Affordable 
Communities Initiative (AACI)—from October 2005 through January 2009.   
 
Under the previous Administration, the AACI was a Secretarial initiative focused on with 
working with housing industry professionals and local governments to reduce regulatory barriers 
that increase the cost of affordable housing production.  
 
Ms. Mills was also the co-author of the National Call to Action for Affordable Housing through 
Regulatory Reform (NCA), an initiative subsumed under the AACI umbrella, which enlisted 
over 175 jurisdictions nationwide to form task forces that evaluated and created action plans to 
address housing production barriers within their regulatory environments. 
 
Prior to joining HUD, Krista directed a private non-profit agency serving homeless women and 
children; initiated the first Continuum of Care homeless coalition in Central Virginia; and 
developed the first nationally accredited child care center in Lynchburg, Virginia. 
 
Ms. Mills holds a bachelor's degree in English from the University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington and a master's degree in counseling from Lynchburg College, Lynchburg, Virginia. 
 
Contact:  502-618-8140   
Email: Krista.Mills@hud.gov 



 
Virginia (Ginny) Peck  

Director, Community Planning and Development 

 
HUD Louisville Field Office 

 
Ms. Peck has served as the Director for Community Planning and Development for over 21 
years, first in the Knoxville Tennessee Field Office and returning to Louisville in 2002, where 
she started her career in CPD as a CPD Representative. 
 
She has worked on numerous special projects throughout her career including the development 
of the Consolidated Plan and most recently with HUD Transformation.   
 
She has received recognition for her work with nonprofit housing and community development 
agencies from the Tennessee Network for Community and Economic Development and the 
Housing and Homeless Coalition of Kentucky.  Ms. Peck was awarded the Assistant Secretary’s 
Award in 2007.     
 
Ms. Peck was the first female CPD Representative in the Louisville Office and the first female 
CPD Director in the Southeast Region. 
 
Contact:  502-618-8143   
Email: Virginia.e.Peck@hud.gov 



 
Robin Penick  

Housing Program Specialist 

 
HUD Louisville Field Office 

 
Robin Penick is currently with the Department of HUD as a Housing Program Specialist in the 
Single Family Housing Division.  She has been with HUD for the last 10 years.   
 
Ms Penick is a 2005 graduate of the HUD Emerging Leaders Program.  
   
Prior to working for HUD, Ms Penick was employed by the City of Louisville as a Program 
Administrator for the Department of Housing.   She held the position of staff Architect for the 
Design and Construction Division at the University of Kentucky. 
 
Ms. Penick was awarded a Master of Science in Community Development from the University 
of Louisville in 1983. 
 
Contact:  502-618-8144   
Email  Robin.Penick@hud.gov 



Marcia Pierce  
Public Housing Division Director 

 
HUD Louisville Field Office 

 
Marcia Pierce is the Division Director in the Louisville HUD Office of Public Housing. In this 
capacity, Marcia serves as the Deputy to Director Don Clem and direct supervisor to 13 of the 15 
non-management staff members in the division.   
 
Marcia came to Kentucky in 2007 from the Indianapolis HUD Office after serving seven years 
there.  Prior to that, Marcia served as the Indianapolis Housing Authority’s Drug Grants 
Manager, Special Project Coordinator, Deputy Executive Director and finally Acting Executive 
Director.   
 
Over the course of her tenure with HUD, Marcia has served as lead in many PIH program areas 
including:   Troubled Agency Recovery, Resident Programs, Occupancy Initiatives, Rental 
Integrity Monitoring, EIV, Community Service, Lead Based Paint Issues, and Relocation.   
 
Marcia has completed leadership development programs both as a specialist (also serving as a 
Coach for this program) and as a manager for HUD and has recently served at the direction of 
the Deputy Secretary of Field Operations as a trainer for New Orleans Housing Authority 
Residents.  Marcia has recently been selected to serve as a program expert to review and 
comment on proposed new policy, regulations and guidance in the areas of occupancy, mixed 
finance, HOPE VI, development and grant programs.   
 
In addition to her work experience with HUD, Marcia also served as the Assistant Administrator 
of Community Development and Human Services Division for the City of Indianapolis; and the 
Human Relations Coordinator/Instructor for the Indianapolis Police Department.   
 
Marcia is a graduate of Indiana University’s School of Public and Environmental Affairs. 
 
Contact:  502-618-8122   
Email: Marcia.E.Pierce@hud.gov 
 

 



Gary Rohrbacher 
Assistant Professor, College of Design 

 

University of Kentucky 

Gary Rohrbacher is an architect and educator, who has practiced and taught within very 
diverse contexts in order to experience first-hand the broadest array of architectural 
techniques and ideas. He is presently a Principle in his own firm Filson and Rohrbacher, 
and an Assistant Professor in Architecture at The University of Kentucky's College of 
Design. 
 
Gary's considered professional trajectory has enabled significant contributions to 
several noteworthy projects: The J. Paul Getty Villa Museum in Malibu California as 
Senior Designer with Machado and Silvetti Associates, Boston; The Cathedral of Christ 
The Light in Oakland California as Senior Designer with Skidmore, Owings and Merrill's 
San Francisco office; and The 290 Mulberry Street residences in Manhattan as Project 
Director with Shop Architects in New York City. 
 
Rohrbacher was a Design Critic in Architecture at Harvard's Graduate School of Design, 
where he taught graduate design studios at all levels, participated in Thesis advising, 
and was chosen Teacher of the Year. He later was Assistant Professor of Architecture at The 
University of Texas, Austin, where he taught Design Studios and Graduate Architectural Theory.  
 
At UT his design studios engaged local businesses such as Whole Foods Markets; other UT 
departments such as The Center for Nano and Molecular Science and Technology, and leading 
corporations such as 3M in considering how architecture can creatively accommodate multiple 
stakeholders while simultaneously addressing our most pressing energy and environmental challenges. 
 
Gary Rohrbacher received an SMArchS in Design Technology from The Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), where he was a Research Assistant at MIT's renowned 
Research Lab for Electronics and also won the Marvin E. Goody Prize for Outstanding 
Thesis. He holds an MArch from Columbia University's Graduate School of Architecture, 
Planning and Preservation, studied at The Architectural Association School of Architecture in 
London and holds a BA from Lehigh University. 
 
Gary is driven to involve and keep broad sets of ideas and agents active in every design question 
he pursues; most recently he has been focused on utilizing emerging tools to organize and 
manage relationships and productive affiliations among these ideas and agents. 
 
Contact:  859-257-0102   
Email: gary.rohrbacher@uky.edu 



 
Jose Sepulveda 

Kentucky Division Administrator 

 
DOT Federal Highway Administration 

 
Mr. Sepulveda has been the Administrator of the Kentucky Division of the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) since March 2000.  He directs a multi-disciplinary staff which 
administers the nearly $600 million per year Federal-aid highway program in Kentucky.  Under 
his leadership, the Division also provides technical and programmatic support to the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet and other public agencies in Kentucky.  Prior to his current assignment, 
he was the Division Administrator in Puerto Rico. 
 
As Division Administrator, Mr. Sepulveda has provided effective leadership and fostered 
successful partnerships that helped Kentucky become a leader in transportation context sensitive 
solutions, environmental stewardship, strategic safety planning, and efficient program 
management.   
 
He joined the Federal Highway Administration in 1980 as a highway engineer in the former 
Region 15 Direct Federal Programs office.  From 1988 to 1991, Mr. Sepulveda was a safety 
engineer in the FHWA Office of Safety and Traffic Operations.  From 1991 to 1993, he was the 
Special Assistant to the FHWA Region 5 Regional Administrator and became the Great Lakes 
Regional Emergency Transportation Representative. As Technology Advancement engineer in 
the Wisconsin Division, he led a team of engineers in implementing new transportation 
technologies.  Mr. Sepulveda fostered partnerships with the transportation department, industry, 
and academia in Wisconsin. 
 
From 1995 to 1997, he was the Assistant Division Administrator in Puerto Rico and was the 
Territorial Representative to the Virgin Islands.  He worked closely with the Governor of the 
Virgin Islands to enhance the delivery of the Federal-aid program and successfully led FHWA’s 
emergency response and recovery efforts in the Virgin Island and Puerto Rico. 
 
In 1997, he was appointed Administrator of the Puerto Rico Division where he worked closely 
with the Secretary of Transportation and the Executive Director of the Highway Authority.  
 
Mr. Sepulveda is a 1980 graduate of the University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez Campus, where he 
received a Bachelor in Science on Civil Engineering.  He is a Registered Professional Engineer 
and has received numerous FHWA performance and honor awards including twice receiving the 
FHWA Administrator Superior Achievement Award. 
 
Contact:  502-223-6720   
Email: Jose.Sepulveda@dot.gov 



 

Lee Sobel  
Real Estate Development and Finance Analyst 

 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

 
Lee Sobel is the Real Estate Development and Finance Analyst in the US EPA’s Development, 
Community & Environment Division (the Smart Growth program).  Mr. Sobel’s work focuses on 
technical assistance, outreach and education, and research and policy, related to real estate 
development that achieves smart growth goals and outcomes. 
 
Prior to joining the EPA, Mr. Sobel was a Senior Associate in the Miami office of CB Richard 
Ellis’ Investment Property Group, selling shopping centers and retail property throughout 
Florida.  Mr. Sobel was an active commercial real estate and mortgage broker in Florida for over 
eight years. 
 
Mr. Sobel is the author of Greyfields Into Goldfields; Dead Malls Become Living 
Neighborhoods, and co-author of This Is Smart Growth and Getting To Smart Growth II.   
 
He has a law degree from Thomas M. Cooley Law School, and is a resident of Maryland.   
 
Contact:  202-566-2851   
Email: sobel.lee@epa.gov 



 
George T. (Tom) Thomson 

Deputy Regional Administrator 

 
DOT Federal Transit Administration, Region IV 

 
George T. (Tom) Thomson has been the Deputy Regional Administrator for Region IV of the 
Federal Transit Administration since April, 1997. 
   
Region IV is responsible for the administration of FTA's capital, operating and planning 
programs in the Southeastern region of the United States, which includes Alabama, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and the United States Virgin Islands.  In addition, Region IV provides technical assistance 
to grantees and State, local, and private sector officials on a wide range of matters affecting 
urban and rural public transportation. 
 
Tom is a graduate of the University of Arkansas with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business 
Administration.  He is also a graduate of Northwestern University with a Master of Science 
degree in Transportation. 
 
Following twelve assignments in twenty-four years, Tom retired as a Lieutenant Colonel from 
the United States Air Force on September 1, 1993. 
 
Tom has received numerous awards and decorations throughout his more than 37 years of 
military and government service.   
 
Contact:  404-865-5629   
Email: Tom.Thomson@dot.gov 
 
 
 


